UNIVERSITY of ALASKA ANCHORAGE.

AKNS A102I: Elementary Unangam Tunuu II

4 credits
M/W 17:30-19:10 via Zoom
Spring 2024
Instructor:
Madeline Snigaroff

mksnigaroff(@alaska.edu
Lam a Ph.D. candidate in Linguistics at The University of Chicago; I’m not a professor, so please

feel free to refer to me as “Madeline” (or, if you’re bold, “Ayagam Uniikazaa™).
Office hours: By appointment. Please don’t be shy to reach out to me to arrange office hours!
A note about emails: [ am currently in Chicago, IL, on Central Time. This means I am 3 hours
ahead of Anchorage time and may not respond to your emails until the next day if you
send them in the evening. Keep this in mind if you have an urgent question or concern!

Course Description:

This is the second part of the Elementary Unangam Tunuu series, which focuses on the basics of the Aleut
expand their abilities to talk about their lives, discussing their preferences, hobbies, and work, and
describing the things around them in more detail. Students will learn about Aleut grammar in greater
depth, with particular attention paid to expanding the verb to derive new meanings from root words.
Students will additionally learn to navigate Bergsland’s (1997) Aleut Grammar, as well as other available
resources, and will familiarize themselves with the culture and historical activities of the people of the
Aleutians (the Unangas or Unangan). Finally, students will hone their skills with regular practice
conversation, listening comprehension, and writing and reading exercises.

Prerequisites:
AKNS A1011I (Elementary Unangam Tunuu I) or equivalent.

Requirements fulfilled:
This course fulfills the Alaska Native-themed GER, Humanities GER, and the Diversity & Inclusion
GER. See more here.

Specific course objectives:

By the end of this course, students will be able to...
Talk about what their desires, likes, and dislikes
Describe their work and hobbies

Describe people, items, and weather in basic detail
Talk about what they did today, what they will do in the distant future, and what they did in the
distant past
...and students will further understand:
e Culturally relevant activities
e How the language is currently changing, and how it has changed in the past


mailto:mksnigaroff@alaska.edu
https://linguistics.uchicago.edu/people/madeline-snigaroff
https://catalog.uaa.alaska.edu/undergraduateprograms/baccalaureaterequirements/gers/#text

e Dialectical differences and differences with Inuit-Yupik side of the language family
e How to engage with Bergsland’s Aleut Grammar

Requirements:

You must have access to...
e A computer with reliable internet, camera, and mic (for Zoom sessions)
e A device for making voice recordings (e..g, your computer, your phone, some other recorder)
e Blackboard Learn

See “Resources” below for some additional, but optional, resources that may help.

Grading breakdown:
e 10% written final
o A cumulative final on Blackboard testing grammar and vocabulary

15% final presentation
o Your final presentation can be either: a) a 5 min. solo presentation introducing you and
your family and friends, or b) a 10 min. conversation between you and another student on
any topic
e 10% midterm mini-lesson
o Teach the class about a new verbal suffix
e 30% homework
o Homework due (almost) every week, with a total of 11 homeworks. Homeworks will be
short (< 1 hr.) tests of pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar skills
® 35% participation
o “Participation” is unfortunately somewhat subjective. Since this is a pretty small class, I
expect to know you and have heard you improve your command of the language over the
course of the semester. Regular, punctual attendance and engagement in class activities
are also significant parts of the participation grade
e (Optional) extra credit assignment (20 pts.)
o Over the course of the quarter, attend 1 Conversation Hour (hosted by APIA over Zoom)
and send me a summary of who was there, what the question was, and if you were able to
catch on to any new words or words you already knew. (No need to participate in the

rotation)
Grading scale:
Percent grade Letter grade
90-100% A
80—-89% B
70-79% C
60-69% D




below 60%

(I will round up your grade to the nearest percent—so an 89.5% will be an A.)

Late policy:

If you are 1 day late, I deduct 5% from the assignment grade. If you are more than 1 day late, I deduct

10% from the assignment grade.

Collaboration policy:

You can collaborate with other students on the homeworks.

Course schedule:

Below is a tentative schedule for our course. Note that this is subject to change; you are welcome to tell
me if we should speed up or slow down.

Week 1 e Introduction to the class
13 Jan., 2025 e Review ]
15 Jan. o Present and verb endings
o  Qanang ‘where’ + location words
o Alquta- ‘how’
o Slax alqutal? ‘How’s the weather?’
HW I due 19 Jan. at midnight
No class 20 Jan.
Week 2 e Review Il
22 Jan. o Past and verb endings
o Kiin ‘who’, ganaang ‘how many’
o Qilagan slax alqutanax? ‘How was the weather yesterday?’
HW 2 due 26 Jan. at midnight
Week 3 e Review III: -za
27 Jan. o Alqus mazaxt? “What do you do?’: Jobs and workplace
29 Jan. o New verbs
o Negation of -za
o Qanang awazaxt? ‘“Where do you work?’: New place vocabulary
HW 3 due 2 Feb. at midnight
Week 4 o Combining suffixes: -za + -na
3 Feb. o Qanang angagizanaxt? ‘Where did you live?’
5 Feb.. o Qanang awazanaxt? ‘Where did you work?’
e Jobs of our ancestors
HW 4 due 9 Feb. at midnight
Week 5 e Introduction to verbal suffixes: -Viu
10 Feb. e Introduction to the mini-project and Bergsland’s grammar
12 Feb. e One more use of -za: Alqus igamanaxtazaxt? ‘What do you like?’




Week 6 ® Alqus maatut? ‘“What do you want to do?’
17 Feb. e Bergsland’s grammar
19 Feb. e Mini-project: Teaching the class about a verbal suffix
Week 7 o Alqus maatuzaxt? ‘“What do you like to do?’: -Vtu + -za
24 Feb. e Combining -Vru with other postbases
26 Feb. HW 5 due 2 Mar. at midnight
Week 8 e Kiin agiital awazaxt? ‘“Who do you work with?’
3 Mar. e More vocabulary
5 Mar. e -Vsa
HW 6 due 9 Mar. at midnight
Spring break: No class 10—14 Mar.
Week 9 e Connector words
17 Mar. HW 7 due 23 Mar. at midnight
19 Mar.
Week 10 e -Vtuna and our senses
24 Mar. HW 8 due 30 Mar. at midnight
26 Mar.
Week 11 e Describing nouns: anguna- ‘big’ vs. chuquda- ‘little’
31 Mar. e Introduction to noun suffixes: -lgu ‘big’ vs. -kucha ‘little’
2 Apr. HW 9 due 6 Apr. at midnight
Week 12 o  Algux angalixtal? “What color is it?’
7 Apr. HW 10 due 13 Apr. at midnight
No class 9 Apr.
Week 13 e Review
14 Apr. ® Alqux chuxtaxt? “What are you wearing?’
16 Apr. o Review of possessives
o Items of clothing + colors
Bonus HW 11 due 20 Apr. at midnight
Week 14 e Review
21 Apr. e Final presentations
23 Apr.
Week 15 e Final presentations
28 Apr.

Final exam due 3 May at midnight




Resources:
The following resources are not required for successful completion of the course, but may be helpful or
interesting.
e Language learning help—these are resources designed to be accessible to learners
o  Western dialect
m Bergsland, K. & M. Dirks. (1981). Atkan Aleut School Grammar. National
Bilingual Materials Development Center. Anchorage, AK: University of Alaska
Press.

m  This mini-course by Knut Bergsland and Moses Dirks

m This mobile app was produced by APIA and contains audio recordings,
vocabulary items, and quizzes
on with elders and with the revitalization group at APIA

m Here are some children’s books to practice from the Department of Eductation’s
revitalization project in the 1970s—thank Nikka Dirks for scanning and putting
these up for our access!

o Eastern dialect

m Tanam Awaa is a website produced by the revitalization effort in St. Paul for
language learning and general cultural education

m  On this site you can enroll in free, asynchronous courses to read stories, go
through language lessons, and more

e Language documentation—these are thorough, oftentimes technical works that document all
characteristics of the language. We’ll talk about using Bergsland’s dictionary in Week 14.

o Bergsland, K. (1994). Aleut Dictionary [Unangam Tunudgusii]. Alaska Native Language
Center. Fairbanks, AK: University of Alaska Press.

o Bergsland, K. (1997). Aleut Grammar [Unangam Tunuganaan Achixaasix]. Alaska
Native Language Center. Fairbanks, AK: University of Alaska Press.
e Language revitalization
o Where Are Your Keys is the program used by the ongoing revitalization effort in

Anchorage
o The Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association (APIA)’s Cultural Heritage Department
spearheads much of the revitalization effort, and has some resources for language learners
e Keyboard (for X/g)
o For your computer: APIA has instructions on how to be able to write X/g here. You have a
few options:
m Install a special font (Mac or PC)
m Install a keyboard
o For your phone: Search for and download “Chert” in your phone’s app store
o Ifall else fails:
m  Use this website; ignore all the symbols except for ~
m  Just type a ” in front of your capped x’s and g’s: hati”x = hatix ‘ten’. It’s ugly but

it works!
m Print out your assignments and write using a good, old-fashioned pencil and
paper. You can upload a picture or scan of them to Blackboard
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https://www.apiai.org/departments/cultural-heritage-department/unangam-tunuu-font/
https://languagegeek.com/lgwp/keyboards/#Arctic
https://ipa.typeit.org/full/

e Other things of interest
o Prof. Anna Berge from UAF specializes in the history of the language and its family:
m Berge, Anna. (2010). Origins of linguistic diversity in the Aleutian Islands.
Human Biology, 8§2(5-6): 557-581.
m Berge, Anna and Gary Holton. (2015). Toward a history of the Aleut language
(Unangam Tunuu). Presented at Societas Linguistica Europcea.
o A unique dialect of the language, known as Copper Island Aleut (CIA), has sparked a lot
of conversation in linguistics. It’s a near perfect half-half mix of Aleut and Russian!
m  Golovko, Eugeni V. and Nikolai B. Vakhtin. (1990). Aleut in contact: The CIA
enigma. Acta Linguistica Hafniensia, 22:97-125.
o More on the traditional social system and kinship terminology:
m Petrivelli, Patricia J. (2004). Unangam Aleut social system. Arctic Anthropology,
41(2): 126-139.

UAA Policies

This course will adhere to all UAA Academic Policies and Processes as published in the most current
version of the UAA Catalog and UAA Student Handbook. Please take time to review both the UAA
Catalog and UAA Student Handbook.

Notice of nondiscrimination and Title IX statement:

The University of Alaska is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer, educational institution and
provider. The University of Alaska does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national
origin, citizenship, age, sex, physical or mental disability, status as a protected veteran, marital status,
changes in marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions, parenthood, sexual
orientation, gender identity, political affiliation or belief, genetic information, or other legally protected
status. The University's commitment to nondiscrimination, including against sex discrimination, applies to
students, employees, and applicants for admission and employment. Contact information, applicable laws,
and complaint procedures are included on UA's statement of nondiscrimination available at
www.alaska.edu/nondiscrimination.

For more information, contact:
UAA Office of Equity and Compliance

3890 University Lake Drive, Suite 106, Anchorage, AK
907-786-0818; uaa _titleix@alaska.edu

If you experience discrimination, you are encouraged (but not required) to report the incident to the UAA
Office of Equity and Compliance or call 907-786-0818. You also may make an anonymous report online.
The Office of Equity and Compliance website also includes a list of confidential resources for support and
advocacy.

The Dean of Students Office Care Team can provide assistance to students who need help with
academics, housing, or other issues.

Accessibility and Disability Support Statement:

If you experience a disability or suspect you experience a disability, please contact Disability Support
Services to arrange for disability-related accommodations. UAA is committed to providing equal access
to learning opportunities for students with documented disabilities. To ensure access to this class, and
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your program, please contact DSS to engage in a confidential conversation about the process for
requesting accommodations.

Academic honesty and integrity:

Academic integrity is a basic principle that requires students to take credit only for ideas and efforts that
are their own. Cheating, plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty are defined in the Student
Code of Conduct, which can be found in the UAA Student Handbook.

Instances of cheating, plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will first go through the student
conduct process and then, if a violation of the Student Code of Conduct is found, academic sanctions may
occur in addition to disciplinary sanctions. The Student Conduct Review Procedures are outlined in the
UAA Student Handbook.

Academic disputes:

The University has policies related to your rights as a student and the process for working through any
disputes you may have. Those processes can be found in the section of the catalog covering Academic
Rights of Students and the Academic Dispute Resolution Procedure.

Dates and deadlines:
Students are responsible for knowing deadlines related to registration including add/drop, withdrawal, and
refund deadlines. Those are posted by the UAA Registrar.

Student support resources:

There is a wide range of services and resources available to help you succeed in your courses and thrive at
UAA. Please review all of the resources listed at Student Help and Support. We will talk more about how
to use the learning supports throughout the semester. I also strongly encourage you to look through the
Health and Well-being Resources (under Student Services on that page). Please take care of yourself this
semester and reach out to these services to help you stay healthy and safe.

Disclaimer:
The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus as needed. It is the responsibility of the student to
keep up with any changes. All changes will be posted in Blackboard.


https://catalog.uaa.alaska.edu/handbook/student-freedoms-rights-and-responsibilities/student-code-of-conduct/
https://catalog.uaa.alaska.edu/handbook/student-freedoms-rights-and-responsibilities/student-code-of-conduct/
https://catalog.uaa.alaska.edu/academicpoliciesprocesses/academicstandardsregulations/academicrightsofstudents/
https://catalog.uaa.alaska.edu/academicpoliciesprocesses/academicstandardsregulations/academicrightsofstudents/
https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/students/registration/
https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/academics/office-of-academic-affairs/faculty-development-instructional-support/resources/bb-student.cshtml

