
Language learning tailored 
to endangered language 

communities

An example from WAYK & Aleut



How can a learning methodology address the 
challenges unique to learning an endangered 

language?



Challenges in endangered language pedagogy
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Timeline of contact and endangerment

(Jones 1976)



Resulting challenges in learning Aleut
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(Bergsland 1994)

Timeline of revitalization activity



Where Are Your Keys 
(WAYK)

part of the WAYK team, including Evan Gardner, 
founder/inventor of WAYK method



“You can play the game anywhere, anytime, with anyone, as long as you 
have a single fluent speaker of the target language, preferably with no 

conventional teaching experience.”

(Gardner 2009, “Where Are Your Keys?”)



WAYK strategy to solve these problems
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Language “hunting”: How to 
maintain a monolingual environment?
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set-up for colors

set-up for plurals



Language lesson “scribing”

set-up

dialogue

new vocabulary 
(organized in 

paradigms) 



Curriculum-building on the “fluency freeway”



Comparison to past revitalization methods



•

•



•

•



•

•

•



T
xi

ch
ix

 
qa

ĝa
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